{CATHERINE PHILIPS
[Born 1631. Poet. The daughter of John Fowler, a London
merchant, she married James Philips in 1647. She adopted the
pseudonym Orinda, to which her contemporaries prefixed the epithet
Matchless. Her earliest verses were prefixed to the Poems of Henry
Vaugban in 1651 and her collected verses appeared in 1667. She
instituted a Society of Friendship, a literary salon for the discussion
of poetry and similar topics, Her translation of Comeille's Pompee
was acted in Dublin with great success. Cowley, in an elegy, mourned
her death from smallpox in 1664.]
S
HE was very religiously devoted when she was young;
prayed by herself an hower together, and tooke Sermons
verbatim when she was but 10 yeares old.   (At the age of
nine yeares, Thomas Randolph wrot the History of our Saviour's
Incarnation in English verse, which his brother John haz to
shew under his owne handwriting—never printed, kept as a
Raritie.)
She was when a Child much against the Bishops, and prayd
to God to take them to him, but afterwards was reconciled
to them. Prayed aloud, as the hypocriticall fashion then was,
and was overheared.
From her cosen Blacket, who lived with her from her
swadling cloutes to eight, and taught her to read:—when a
child she was mighty apt to learne, and she assures me that she
had read the Bible thorough before she was full four yeares
old • she could have sayd I know not how many places of Scrip-
ture and chapters. She was a frequent Hearer of Sermons;
had an excellent Memory and could have brought away a sermon
in her memory. Very good-natured ; not at all high-minded ;
pretty fatt; not tall; read pumpled face; wrote out Verses
in Innes, or Mottos in windowes, in her table-booke.
Mr. J. Oxeabridge, her uncle, is now Prisoner in the Fleet
on her account for a Dept of her husband, bound for him 28
yeares since.
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